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A demonstration of the cult and ritual activities of the Peerless Cooperative of the Holy Nurture in the exhibition Temple Builders
Press release
There is no thing that cannot be elevated to an altar or ritual object. There is no place where a shrine or temple cannot be built! 
(motto of the exhibition Temple Builders)
The DOX Centre for Contemporary Art presents the work of a unique group: The Peerless Cooperative of the Holy Nurture (JSD). In the exhibition Temple Builders, JSD will showcase the mainly cult and ritual side of its activities. In the three floors of the DOX tower, brothers Martin and David Koutecký (chairman and deputy chairman of the JSD) built shrines, chapels, and altars of various cooperative cults. These religious corners were created from the ordinary things that surround us in everyday life, but which are constantly thrown away. It is the everyday objects rescued from bins and containers that the members of the cooperative give new meaning to.
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“In my opinion, the activities and installation exhibitions of the Peerless Cooperative of the Holy Nurture and the Scrap Association are the purest expression of what art critic and theoretician Jindřich Chalupecký so emphatically called for: art must deal with the real world in which we live!” says Leoš Válka, director of DOX and curator of the exhibition.
In recent years, JSD has been associated with various site-specific projects, large-scale installations and, most importantly, the alternative Upsych 316a facility. In the DOX gallery, however, the members of the cooperative look back to the early days of their existence, when their activities consisted mainly of cultivating and honouring Mr. Miláček - the Young Saint. It was he who combined elements of all the religious forms known to him and established the most diverse churches and cults. The JSD took it upon itself to run them, and to accomplish these tasks it built up a vast and intricate bureaucratic apparatus backed by a multitude of committees, departments, commissions, and sub-committees characterized by grotesquely obsessive pedantry. 
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The title of the exhibition refers to the collection 
of the important Czech poet and symbolist Otokar Březina - The Temple Builders. According to the curator Otto M. Urban, the title itself is meant 
to subconsciously direct the viewer to perceive 
the exhibition as a kind of specific spiritual concept: “In DOX we want to present the part 
of the work that is based on the spirituality of the JSD and their entire religious year, the rituals and personalities associated with the calendar. 
On the top fourth floor, an entire temple is built, and on the other two floors, individual altars are placed for the saints that belong to that temple.”
In addition to the projection of photographs and videos depicting the cooperative life and activities 
of the JSD, the DOX has temporarily set up 
a detached branch of the JSD regional office - here the cooperative demonstrates (with irony 
of its own) how it is possible to use the many discarded items collected in bins and containers  SHAPE 


and give them another chance to exist. 
In the philosophy of the JSD, the term “scrap” is quite fundamental, and its meaning is explained by the chairman of the cooperative, Martin Koutecký: “Scrap comes from the forefather Scrap. It was not just one ark that floated during the great flood of the world. There was a small ark of Noah and then a much larger ark of the great-grandfather Scrap, who saved all the discarded and damned things. In fact, what the Lord decided to destroy the earth for, because people despised, threw away and discarded everything He ever entrusted to them. Forefather Scrap was the first chosen of the LORD to save the things that were thrown away, and from him comes the word scrap, that is, everything that is thrown away and discarded in garbage cans or containers.”
Several shrines, chapels and sacred corners of various cooperative cults are built out of ordinary furniture in the gallery tower, and discarded items of daily use and consumption are turned into ritual instruments. There is also a sample of the work of Mr. Miláček himself, a fraction of which was possible to save. 
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Upsych 316a
The Universal Psychiatric Temple is an extraordinary facility where any gifted individual who desires to create finds sanctuary and temple protection. In the premises of the castle, an individual can pursue his or her artistic endeavours without fear of condemnation from society and doctors. Upsych 316a is located in the building of a former Renaissance fortress, now a castle in the middle of the former military area in Kuřívody. Three entities were at its birth: the General Staff of the Geist (GŠD), the Peerless Cooperative of the Holy Nurture (JSD) and the Units of the Holy Scrap (ŠŠ). 
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The JSD was founded on the night of January 11-12, 2001, for the purpose of cultivating and promoting in every way its Cause and Reason, Mr. Miláček - the Young Saint, the Greatest Artist and the Greatest Love, and the cultivation and development of the Sacrament in general. To ensure the proper functioning of the JSD, a vast, ever-expanding bureaucratic apparatus with a rigid hierarchy, backed by a multitude of executive sections, departments, and committees, gradually and naturally came into being.
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Units of the Holy Scrap
The main task of the paramilitary Units of the Holy Scrap is to glorify the Lord by collecting and gathering rubbish and all that the cursed in their stupidity and perversity of spirit reject as useless waste, although they are gifts of God's bounty. Upsych 316a is used by the Units of the Holy Scrap as a depository for this scrap, and it in turn draws from it most of its material equipment and facilities. 
Accompanying programme to the exhibition Temple Builders
26 Oct. 2022 | 6 PM
Ceremony in memory of St. Speeta
The Little Pooja - a ceremony and ritual of brewing and receiving a spiritual elixir will allow visitors to get a taste of the social life of the JSD.
20 Nov. 2022 | 4 PM
Guided tour with the exhibition curators 
11 Jan. 2023 | 6 PM
JSD's 22nd birthday program
A celebratory social commemoration of the existence of the cooperative.
29 Jan. 2023 | 4 PM
Ceremony of worship of the Young Saint
Telepathic connection with the Young Saint and profession of faith of the new Confirmands according to the JSD Bronze Credo. 
Temple Builders
13 Oct 2022 – 29 Jan 2023
Curators: Otto M. Urban, Leoš Válka
Exhibition design: Martin and David Koutecký, Otto M. Urban, Leoš Válka
Graphic design: Klára Zápotocká
Exhibiting artists: Martin and David Koutecký of the Peerless Cooperative of the Holy Nurture
Press release and high resolution images and videos can be downloaded after registration in the DOX online press section 
Video
· https://vimeo.com/doxprague/stavitele-chramu-komentar
· https://vimeo.com/doxprague/stavitele-chramu-zabery
· https://vimeo.com/doxprague/stavitele-chramu-ritualy
Media Contact 
Karolína Kočí
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↑  a look into the exhibition Temple Builders
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